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May 20, 2019 

Dear Parents: 
 
Any time we anticipate questions regarding the wellness of our students, we try to keep parents as informed as possible.  
The purpose of this letter is to inform you that a single case of bacterial meningitis has been reported at Imlay City High 
School.  The student also rides bus #8.  The student affected is not currently in school, and will not return to school until 
cleared by a physician.  There is no reason to believe that any other ICHS students will be affected, or that the student 
contracted the infection at school.  Therefore, this letter is being provided for precautionary measures, and also to provide 
you information about bacterial meningitis. 
 
There are two types of meningitis: bacterial and viral.  This is a case of bacterial meningitis, which is the more serious form 
of the disease.  We do not want to cause alarm; however we do want to be transparent.  We have been in contact with the 
treating physician and the Lapeer County Health Department.  Additionally, we have enlisted more custodial support in 
thoroughly cleaning surfaces throughout our building.  
 
Symptoms of bacterial meningitis include fever, severe headache, stiff neck and back, vomiting, extreme weakness and 
confusion.   
 
To minimize the risk of contracting bacterial meningitis, or any other infection, students should be encouraged to practice 
good hygiene.  This includes: (1) keeping hands clean by washing thoroughly with soap and water or using an alcohol-
based hand sanitizer; (2) covering mouth and nose with a tissue when sneezing or coughing; (3) refraining from sharing 
personal items which would normally come into contact with another’s skin, nose or mouth (examples include, water bottles, 
eating utensils, towels, etc.).   Immunizing children against measles, mumps, rubella, varicella, and polio – diseases that 
can cause meningitis – will reduce their likelihood of contracting the disease. 
 
As you may know, we already take numerous steps at ICHS, and all of our school facilities, to limit the spread of illnesses. 
Cafeteria tables are disinfected after each lunch and hand washing or the use of hand sanitizer is highly encouraged and 
directly and explicitly taught as needed.  These measures are effective ways to limit the spread of most illnesses, including 
bacterial meningitis. 
 
Across our school district, bus drivers clean their buses with a disinfectant spray after all morning and afternoon runs and 
custodians disinfect door handles, handrails, and desks on a regular basis.  
 
This is a great time to talk to your student about the hygiene practices listed above.  As you deem appropriate, please 
discuss this situation with your student.  If you suspect your student has been exposed to or has contracted bacterial 
meningitis, we encourage you to talk with your health care professional immediately. If you have additional questions or 
need further clarification, please feel free to contact the office at your student’s school or the Lapeer County Health 
Department. 
 
It is important for us to communicate with you about student wellness, even during non-emergencies.  I hope that you find 
this communication informative and helpful. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Brian Eddy 

 

 


